[Chromosome analysis of the lymphocytes of wild rats living close to waterways contaminated with effluents from nuclear plants].
Chromosomes of peripheral lymphocytes of wild rats living in the vicinity of a water stream contaminated by radioactive liquid releases from nuclear stations were studied. Our observations show that the quantities of radionuclides accumulated in different organs of the exposed rats were in some animals slightly but not significantly higher than in the control ones. Such low internal radioactivity does not result in an enhancement of the yield of structural chromosome aberrations. Since the radiosensitivity of rat chromosomes is roughly comparable to that of human chromosomes one has to conclude that our results can be extrapolated to human beings.